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I^GPOJ^T  1894. 


Bridlington  Quay, 


28th  February,  1895. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  iny  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Bridlington  for  the  year  1894. 


In  common  with  the  Country  generally  your  District  has  had  a 
tolerably  healthy  year — not  much  sickness,  and  that  mostly  of  a mild 
nature — with  the  result  of  unprecedentedly  low  death  rates — beyond 
this  however  we  have  been  favoured  in  a great  part  of  the  District 
by  a complete  immmnity  from  Zymotic  Disease — what  little  there 
has  been,  having  been  fairly  localised  in  two  or  three  places,  and  generally 
of  a sporadic  character.  Our  old  enemy  the  Influenza  has  been  amenable 
to  treatment,  and  there  has  been  no  case  of  Small  Pox.  Gratifying  how- 
ever as  these  statements  may  be,  we  can  but  regard  them  as  evidence  of 
good  fortune  rather  than  indicative  of  the  protection  afforded  by  vigorous 
sanitary  administration — for  I too  frequently  see  during  my  journeys  over 
the  District  instances  of  bad  sanitation  (if  sanitation  it  can  be  called) 
which  I have  condemned  and  caused  to  be  reported  to  you,  still  remaining 
unaltered  in  their  pristine  state.  The  conditions  of  life  in  this  part  of  the 
Country  are  with  few  exceptions  conducive  to  good  health  and  longevity — 
sparse  population — fertile  soil  and  good  subsoil  drainage — fairly  good 
dwellings  and  an  equable  climate  are  all  in  favour  of  a high  standard  of 
public  health — and  it  should  be  our  aim,  by  the  persistent  and  judicious 
application  of  the  principles  of  Sanitary  Science,  so  to  conserve  this  good 
natural  environment  as  to  ensure  our  reaping  the  greatest  possible  benefit 
from  the  handiwork  of  Nature  and  the  teachings  of  Art,  and  I trust  that 
with  the  advent  of  a rejuvenated  Sanitary  Authority  in  the  Rural  District 
Council  w^e  shall  see  somewhat  more  than  a perfunctory  administration  of 
the  Sanitary  Acts  within  the  District. 
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We  have  fortunately  passed  through  the  year  without  the  appearance 
of  Cholera  in  our  midst,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  coming  year  we 
shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  noting  its  entire  disappearance  from  the  sea- 
board of  continental  Europe.  Compared  with  the  preceding  year,  its 
ravages  were  slight  and  evidence  is  not  wanting  to  indicate  that  the 
strength  and  reproductive  power  of  the  epidemic  were  reduced  to  vanishing 
point — much  however  will  depend  upon  the  efficiency  with  which  prophy- 
lactic measures  were  carried  out  in  the  plague  stricken  centres  last  year, 
and  the  weather  during  the  approaching  spring  and  early  summer. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  whole  Country  for  the  past  year  are 
exceptional — both  birtli  and  death-rates  being  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

So  low  was  the  death-rate  that  the  natural  increase  of  population,  as 
shown  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  exceeded  by  nearly  sixty  thousand 
the  average  annual  increase  of  the  past  five  years. 

The  following  paragraphs  taken  from  the  Eegistrar  General’s  brief 
summary  for  the  year,  attached  to  his  report  for  the  final  quarter  of  1894, 
will  prove  useful  for  comparison  with  our  own  vital  statistics. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1894  was  29  6 p(  r 1000,  and 
was  2*0  per  1000  below  the  mean  rate  in  the  ten  years  1884-93.  In  the 
first  seven  years  of  that  period  the  birth-rate  had  continuously  declined 
from  33-6  in  1884  to  30  2 in  1890,  the  rates  in  the  next  three  years  having 
been  respectively  31-4.  30-5,  and  30-8. 

The  death-rate  16  6,  was  even  more  remarkable,  being  not  only  the 
lowest  ever  recorded,  but  so  much  as  1'5  per  1000  under  the  lowest  previous 
rate,  viz:  18T  in  1888.  The  death-rate  in  1894  was  2-6  per  1000  below 
the  mean  annual  rate  in  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000  i 
live  births  was  137,  the  mean  proportion  in  the  ten  years  1884-93  having  i 
been  147. 

The  deaths  attributed  to  Zymotic  disease  correspond  to  a rate  of  1’7G  ' 
per  1000  living,  against  2-0  and  2 47  respectively  in  the  two  immediately  ; 
preceding  years. 

The  Eegistrae  General.  . 


0 

The  population  of  each  Sub-District  shows  a slight  net  increase — and  i 
unless  this  is  neutralised  by  indefinite  emigration,  should  give  the  District  ^ 
a so  newhat  higher  estimated  population  than  in  the  three  previous  years.  ? 
The  numbers  are  for  Eural  Bridlington  2680,  for  Hunmanby  3708,  and  i 
for  Skipsea  1770,  making  a total  of  8158  for  the  Eural  Sanitary  District.  : 
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Name  of  Parish. 

Population 

1881 

it  Census  in 

1891 

No  of 
Deaths 
in  1894. 

Zymotic 
Deaths, 
in  1894. 

Auburn  

12 

13 

Bessingby 

80 

87 

Carnaby  

180 

200 

Boynton  

156 

128 

1 

Easton  

23 

32 

Hildertborpe  

26 

41 

Wilstliorpe  

13 

16 

Sewerby  & Marton  ... 

343 

331 

5 

Buckton  

151 

141 

5 

Flamborough  

1355 

1288 

17 

Bempton  & Newsome 

309 

310 

6 

Kural  Bridlington 

2648 

2587 

34 

Hunmanby  

1351 

1309 

12 

1 

Speeton  

160 

151 

1 

Grindale  

179 

157 

6 

Argil  am  

39 

40 

Kudston  

604 

578 

3 

Thwing  

439 

367 

2 

Wold  Newton  

310 

292 

6 

North  Burton 

543 

425 

5 

Eeigliton 

254 

252 

7 

Fordon  

57 

38 

Hunmanby  Sub-Hist. 

3936 

3609 

42 

1 

Burton  Agnes 

342 

321 

1 

Haisthorpe  

123 

121  . 

3 

1 

Thornholme  

110 

115 

Gransmoor  

84 

68 

2 

Lissett  

90 

105 

4 

Ulrome  

194 

198 

1 

1 

Hringhoe,  Upton  and 

Brough  

157 

156 

1 

Skipsea  

398 

341 

1 

Barmston 

198 

213 

3 

Fraisthorpe  

104 

95 

1 

1 

Skipsea  Sub-District 

1800 

1733 

17 

3 
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TABULAE  SYNOPSIS. 


Sub-District. 

Estimated 
Population 
in  1894. 

Births  in 

Deaths 

Death  Rates  in 

1894. 

1894. 

in  1894. 

General 

Zymotic 

Infantile 

Eural  Bridlington  ... 

2680 

69 

33 

12-31 

nil. 

144-9 

Hunmanhy  

3708 

118 

43 

11*6 

0-27 

76-27 

Skipsea 

1770 

30 

20 

31*3 

0*5 

166-6 

Eural  District  ... 

8158 

217 

96 

11*76 

0-24 

110-59 

There  were  48  marriages  in  the  Eural  District  in  1894,  being  at  the 
rate  of  11*76  persons  married  per  1000  of  the  population. 


BIETHS  AND  BIETH-EATES. 


TABLE  OF  QUAETEES. 


1894. 

1893. 

C/5 

0 

0 

BRIDLINGTON  SUB-DISTRICT 

s 

d 

0 

H 

0 

13 

s 

<u 

d 

0 

H 

1st  Quarter. 

9 

7 

16 

4 

5 

9 

2nd  Quarter. 

11 

5 

16 

11 

11 

22 

3rd  Quarter. 

3 

12 

15 

8 

15 

23 

4th  Quarter. 

13 

9 

22 

8 

6 

14 

Total 

36 

33 

69 

1 

37 

68 

HUNMANBY  SUB-DISTEICT. 

1st  Quarter. 

16 

15 

31 

13 

33 

26 

2nd  Quarter. 

15 

11 

26 

17 

19 

36 

Srd  Quarter.. 

11 

12 

23 

13 

9 

22 

4th  Quarter. 

18 

20 

38 

19 

17 

36 

Total 

60 

58 

118  j 

62 

58 

120 

SKIPSEA  SUB-DISTEICT. 

1st  Quarter. 

3 

5 

8 i 

8 

4 

12 

2nd  Quarter. 

6 

2 

8 

3 

9 

12 

3rd  Quarter. 

5 

1 

6 

5 

6 

11 

4th  Quarter. 

7 

1 

8 

9 

2 

11 

Total 

21 

9 

30 

25 

21 

46 

Totals  for  Sanitary  District. 

117 

100 

217 

118 

j 116 

234 
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There  were  217  births  registered  ia  1894,  agilast  234,  221,  and  246  in 
the  three  years  immediately  preceding.  Tin.  birdi-rate  of  25-37  for  the 
District  being  4-23  below  that  of  England  an  1 Wales  for  the  past  year,  and 
8'53  below  the  birth-rate  of  the  District  in  1893.  The  Sub-District  birth- 
rates were  25*7,  31’8,  and  16-9,  for  Kural  Bridlington,  Hunmanby,  and 
Skipsea  respectively. 

:o: 

DEATH  AND  DEATH-KATES. 

There  were  96  deaths  during  the  year,  against  103,  106,  and  150  for 
the  year  1893,  1892,  and  1891  respectively.  The  death-rate  for  the  District 
was  11*76  per  1000,  being  4*84  below  the  death-rate  of  England  and  Wales, 
in  1894  and  0*94  below  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year  for  the  Kural 
District. 


TABLE  OF  QUAKTERS. 


1894. 

1893. 

w 

O 

a 

CO 

O 

w 

o 

73 

rj 

73 

BRIDLINGTON  SUB-DISTRICT 

oJ 

c 

q; 

O 

H 

§ 

c 

q; 

•4.^ 

o 

H 

1st  Quarter. 

3 

8 

11 

2 

3 

5 

2nd  Quarter. 

5 

6 

11 

6 

3 

9 

3rd  Quarter. 

1 

4 

5 

7 

2 

9 

4th  Quarter. 

5 

1 

6 

5 

6 

11 

Total 

14 

19 

33 

20 

14 

34 

HUNMANBY  SUB-DISTRICT. 

1st  Quarter. 

3 

11 

14 

6 

8 

14 

2nd  Quarter. 

3 

9 

12 

4 

4 

8 

3rd  Quarter. 

3 

2 

5 

8 

8 

16 

4th  Quarter. 

7 

5 

12 

7 

5 

12 

Total 

16 

27 

43 

25 

25 

50 

SKIPSEA  SUB-DISTRICT. 

1st  Quarter. 

8 

1 

9 

3 

5 

8 

2nd  Quarter. 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

4 

3rd  Quarter. 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

4th  Quarter. 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

17 

3 

20 

8 

11 

19 

i 

Totals  for  Sanitary  District. 
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49 

) 96 

1 63 

50 

1 103 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

I have  to  premise  that  in  this  table  the  deaths  are  the  gross  mortality 
of  the  District,  and  arranged  to  give  a comprehensive  idea  of  disease,  age, 
sex,  locality  and  time  of  year. 
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DISEASE  &c. — Enteric  Fever  is  the  only  representative  of  the 
“ seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  ” and  furnishes  a low  death-rate  of  0-24; 
The  mortality  from  Influenza  is  at  the  same  rate.  Of  these  four  deaths 
three  belonged  to  the  Skipsea  district,  and  one  to  that  of  Hunmanby,  and 
all  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Phthisis  and  Tuberculosis 
are  this  year  responsible  for  15  dearths,  against  only  two  in  the  year  before, 
whilst  Disease  of  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  including  Apoplexy  and  Con- 
vulsions have  only  eight  deaths  against  14  in  the  year  1893.  The  two 
groups  of  the  diseases  of  the  Vascular  System  and  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  had  a mortality  of  10  and  20  respectively  compared  with  11 
and  12  for  the  preceding  twelve  months.  There  were  only  3 inquests  in 
1894,  against  19  in  1893,  whilst  Old  Age  was  responsible  for  12  deaths  in 
each  year.  Other  fatal  diseases  common  to  the  same  table  for  the  two 
years  1893-94  shows  a reduction — the  total  gross  mortality  for  1894  being 
18  below  that  of  1893.  Divided  into  groups  of  ages  we  see  that  there  were 
86  deaths  below  15  years,  25  between  15  and  60,  and  36  had  attained  to  60 
years  and  upwards,  showing  that  the  incidence  of  mortality  fell  most  on 
the  non-productive  periods  of  childhood  and  advanced  age.  Bural 
Bridlington  with  medium  population  shows  the  highest  death-rate — 
no  Zymotic  death-rate  and  intermediate  Infantile  death-rate  ; — whilst 
Skipsea  with  its  smallest  population  and  general  death-rate  has  the  highest 
Zymotic  and  infantile  mortality. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889. 

I received  thirteen  certificates  under  this  Act  during  the  year,  namely 
Scarlatina  five.  Typhoid  Fever  three,  and  Erysipelas  five.  The  first  two 
groups  were  in  each  case  visited  either  by  myself  or  Inspector  Oke,  and 
full  instructions  were  given  as  to  isolation  and  disinfection.  All  the 
Scarlatina  occurred  in  Speeton  and  four  of  the  cases  in  one  house. 

The  Typhoid  Fever  was  in  two  instances  at  Hunmanby,  with  the 
insanitary  conditions  prevailing  in  this  township  it  is  surprising  there  were 
not  more ; and  the  other  case  was  at  Haisthorpe  and  sporadic  in  its  origin. 

The  Erysipelas  was  probably  due  to  cold,  two  of  the  cases  were  at 
Skipsea  and  three  at  Kudston. 

As  there  appears  to  be  some  ignorance  on  the  subject,  I may  state  that 
Measles  was  added  to  the  scheduled  diseases  of  the  Act,  by  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  shortly  after  its  adoption. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS)  ACT,  1886. 

j The  register  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  shows  an  increase  of  17  on  the 

I previous  year,  the  total  for  1894  being  44.  I note  that  Inspector  Oke 
5 speaks  of  them  as  in  a '‘fairly  satisfactory  condition.”  I should  have 
j preferred  something  a little  more  definite,  and  think  it  would  be  well  if 
j more  details  were  noted  by  the  Inspector  for  our  information  on  this 
I important  subject. 


SANITATION. 


I regret  that  I am  unable  to  chronicle  any  very  great  increasej^of 
activity  in  this  department,  however  persistant  one  may  be  in  condemning 
and  reporting  insanitary  conditions,  very  little  good  will  result  unless  the 
Sanitary  Authority  will  see  that  the  orders  it  issues  are  followed  up  until 
properly  carried  out.  I have  traversed  the  major  part  of  the  district  freely 
during  the  past  year  and  note  much  the  same  condition  of  affairs  I re- 
ported to  you  in  my  last  Annual  Eeport.  A well  has  been  sunk  at  Skipsea 
and  I am  told  furnishes  a plenjiful  supply  of  water,  but  I am  in  ignorance 
of  when  it  was  completed,  its  depth  and  construction.  The  Flamborough 
borings  have  apparently  resulted  in  nothing — neither  have  I any  inform- 
ation of  further  attempt  to  provide  Thwing  with  additional  water  supply. 

The  Drainage  of  Skipsea  is  so  bad  that  some  of  the  houses  have  their 
basements — that  is  the  living  rooms  flooded  whenever  there  is  an  extra  fall 
of  rain  or  snow  in  the  winter — and  I have  had  to  wade  through  a foot  or 
two  of  water  to  cross  the  road  there.  Much  of  the  domestic  slop-water 
finds  its  way  into  the  side-channels  on  the  high-road,  and  the  ditches  in 
and  about  the  village  are  without  proper  gradient. 

The  Drainage  for  storm- water  is  a little  better  at  Ulrome,  but  as  I 
have  informed  you  in  previous  reports  there  are  too  many  big  receptacles 
for  farmyard  sewage  on  the  road-side  and  within  too  short  a distance  of 
dwelling-hosues. 

The  question  of  draining  Hunmanby  and  the  adoption  of  public 
scavenging  in  this  place  are  still  in  abeyance.  Fortunately  the  past  year 
has  been  an  exceptionally  healthy  one,  otherwise  the  insanitary  condition 
of  this  village  must  have  exercised  a very  unfavourable  impression  on  the 
Kural  District  death-rate.  The  water-supply  should  also  receive  your 
early  attention — the  public  pumps  draw  their  water  from  most  undesirable 
situations,  and  as  soon  as  something  better  can  be  obtained  should  be 
discontinued  for  providing  water  for  drinking  purposes. 

I have  again  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  Mere  at  Flamborough — 
this  pond  is  too  extensive  and  too  shallow — it  could  profitably  be  deepened, 
and  contracted  in  area,  when  the  water-supply  would  be  of  much  service 
for  flushing  the  sewers,  which  badly  need  it. 

I trust  the  Council  will  at  an  early  date  take  up  the  question  of 
endeavouring  to  provide  a more  reliable  water-supply  for  this  important 
village. 

Speeton,  Reighton  and  Bempfon,  all  require  some  attention  to  the 
drainage — what  there  is  should  be  cleaned  and  supplemented  by  additional 
works  so  as  to  provide  a means  of  carrying  slops  and  storm  -water  away 
from  dwellings.  This  could  be  clor.e  by  proper  levelling,  and  should  not 
be  an  expensive  business.  Some  attempt  should  be  made  to  keep  ditches 
and  surface  drains  free  from  sludge  and  too  much  vegetation. 
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I am  glad  to  see  by  Inspector  Oke’s  Eeport  that  the  Flamhorongh 
Scavenging  has  been  effectually  done  during  the  year.  I have  not  seen  so 
many  heaps  of  refuse  due  to  the  exigencies  of  fishing  but  am  still  wishful 
to  see  some  places  where  fish-garbage,  offal,  shells,  &c.,  may  be  deposited 
for  a short  time  prior  to  being  carted  out  of  the  town. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  WETWAN,  M.R.C.S.  Eng. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Bridlington  Rural  District  Council  and  Sanitary  Authority. 


To  W.  A.  Wetwan,  Esq., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Bridlington  Rural  District  Council. 


Sir,— 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  as  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  for  the  year  ended  31st  December.  1894. 

During  the  year  I have  continued  systematically  to  visit  the  District, 
and  in  doing  so  have  inspected  370  premises  in  addition  to  generally 
inspecting  each  village  or  township  during  my  periodical  journeys,  and 
upon  verbal  requests  to  remedy  any  matters  of  nuisances  coming  to  my 
notice,  the  same  have  generally  been  attended  to  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
small  number  of  cases  reported  to  the  Authority. 

Water  Supply. — An  additional  supply  has  been  provided  at  Reighton, 
and  a public  supply  has  also  been  obtained  for  Skipsea  bv  sinking  a well 
and  the  erection  of  a pump  in  a position  centrally  situated. 

Flamborough  Sewer. — Owing  to  a more  plentiful  supply  of  water  I 
have  not  had  any  complaints  of  the  manholes  emitting  stenches  as  was  the 
case  during  the  season  of  1893.  The  properties  referred  to  in  my  last 
annual  report  are  still  unconnected. 

House  Scavenging  (Flamborough). — The  Contractor  during  the  past 
year  has  given  general  satisfaction  and  has  carted  the  night-soil  and  refuse 
from  the  township  at  a considerable  distance  thereby  removing  what  was  a 
great  annoyance  during  the  previous  year. 
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Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  1886. — There  are  44  Cowslieds 
and  Dairies  on  the  Register  shewing  an  increase  of  17  on  last  year,  which 
during  my  visits  I have  found  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition.  The  main 
cause  for  the  above  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  establishing  of  a 
Creamery  at  Hunmanby,  the  milk  being  procured  from  cottagers  and 
others  keeping  cows  in  the  township. 

TABLE  OF  NUISA.NCES  REPORTED  TO  THE  AUTHORITY  AND 


REMEDIED. 


Cleansing  and  Whitewashing  Slaughter-houses  ... 
Re-construction  of  Privies  and  Soil  Boxes  provided 
Re-construction  of  Ashpits  


2 

10 

1 


Removal  of  accumulations  of  House  Refuse  and 


Manure... 


10 

8 


Repairs  to  Drainage  ... 


Total  31 


I am,  Sir, 


.Yours  obediently, 


R.  J.  Oke. 


Bridlington, 

March,  1895. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


% 


